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Dear Harold,

After such a long time of not having written
you, I'a writing today - still very much upset by
the sad news of the sudden death of our good mutual
friend -~ a good friend indeed with his dry, but
utterly humane nature, generous, a hard worker and
passionately devoted to his activity. His depar-
ture has also been felt here in the office, as we
have been living for a long time with two daily
companions present in every conversation or plans
we make in our work: Coremans and Plenderleith.

I hope his work will continue at the level to
which he brought it, as a due tribute to his menmory.

I beg you to accept my humblest apologies for
not answering your letters, as I was writing to you
on the 1lth of June and interrupted it on account
of the sad news. In that same letter, I was telling
you that we have been literally drowned by work -
some of it rather useless - imposed upon us from
above., We had to present on short notice and with
no time to make due studies, a programme of the work
to be done during the six future years - the term of
the new government - complete with timing, the per-
sonnel needed and minute particulars of all expenses
judged necessary for this realization (remember
Santo Domingo?). Simple thing to do, isn't it? We
solved it the best we could, emphasizing on one hand
the necessity and importance of training rapidly the
needed technicians, and on the other, the indispens-
able investigation - scientific and aesthetic -,
studies and diagnosis of the subjects to be restored.



- %7 programme relating to the conservation work prop-
y:ald er might prove at the end to be completely differ-
“¢%y ent, was written before the asignature. All this
+/ and former experiences make us afraid of the possi-
: 52 bility of being dragged along behind events, so we
nenTuTo maciona. oef €€l the absolute necessity of establishing a line
anrsoeoLaois erstornaproduction of rapidly trained technicians backed
5. £ . in a three-four years period by the solidly pre-
Departamento de Catdloge pared conservators, exactly in the same programme
v Restauracién del as sketched in your mgﬂ.

Patrimonio Artistico
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R i Things that have happened, moat of them you
SAM AMGEL. D.F. prohlhlr know:

Apparatus from UNESCO already in the customs.

Letter from Mr. Daifuku: Dr. Plenderleith for
installing the laboratory (I've already pro-
posed to name it for Dr. Coremans); Mr. Keck
and wife for commencing its activities (7).

Cruz Prado returning to us in November well
prepared, according to a letter from Mr. Sney-
ers, in general problems and management of an
investigation laboratory.

New premises given to us in the Churubusco Con-
vent: over 1,000 M2 of modern construction to
be properly adapted on 5,000 M2 of gardens -
gpace enough for fiture enlargements.

Dr. Albornoz and us foreseeing the inaugura-
tion of activities during the next month of
October: see Annex.

That will be all for today. I promise you
another letter soon, as I would like to have your
comments. and help in some other things.

I would appreciate any further news you might
have from the UNESCO.

Before closing this letter, a very important
piece of news: Luis, the new member of the family
gince the 15th of March, sends "saludoa" to Betty
and Harold.

With kindest regards to you both,

Sincerely Yours,
.r-lr
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